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fment now quettion’d. 


Nums. CXL, 


The Prompter. 





‘Tis Nothing ; I can bear 
That pality Scriblers have the publick Ear. 


They 
To clap with fuch,— 


damn themfelves ; nor will I e’er defcend 


Their Smiles and Cenfures, are to me the fame, 
I care not what they praife, or what they blame. 
In full Affemblies, let the Croud prevail, 


L weigh no Merit by the common Scale. 


Dryp. Pers, 
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O judze well or ill of any 
Work, is indirectly faying 
we underftand it, and car 
produce Reafons for our 
liking or difliking it. If we 
are not able, when called 
upon, to confirm our Judg- 
ment by Argument, or re- 
fufe todoit; we give thofe 
who are of a different Sentiment from us, and 
willing to fupport their’s, a Right to treat us like 
Pretenders to the Title of Criticks, without any 
other Knowledge in the Art, than what 1s com- 
mon t6 Chairmen and Porters, ffrovg Lungs and 
hard Hands. 

HaviNG in my Paper N° 134, {poke favou- 
rably of two new Comedies then in Rehearfal : 
The little Fry at the Pega/ws, have arraigned my 
Judgment from the ill Succe!s tholfe two Pieces 
met with in their Reprefentation; as if a good or 
bad Reception, was the only Standard to judge 
Merit by. 

I SHALL not enter at prefent into the Rea- 
fons that might be given for the ill Succels of 
either of thefe Pieces, without afcribing it to their 
want of Merit, but fhall fupport my own Judg- 





BEFORE IJ give my Readers the Extract pro- 


mifed in my laft, I fhall make a fhort Azaly/is of 
the Fable of one of them, and fhew in what a 
regular and gradual Manner the Poet has conducted 
it to its Demoiiement, by the Means of probable, 
unforced, and natural Incidents. . 

{ oBSERV’D in the Paper before mentioned, 
that the Fable of the Dowble Deceit was critically 
faulty being double, but juftify’d by the Practice 
of the Stage. I obferv’d lixewile, that where 
there is a double Action, the Perfons in each 
Drama fhou’d never guit the Scene, but where 
their own Bufinefs calls them off; which thou’d be 
fo managed, that at thie fame time the Butinets of 
the Perions of the other Part of the Drama fhou’d 
want the Stage, and thofe make room again for the 
firft, when their Palinefs calls them on again. 
That is, in other Ways, they (row d,go off and on, 
merely to make roo {ar cack other, as they do it 
the Man of Tafte. oie ee 

Here then, when a double Action is chole, 
lies the Skill of the Poct; and here the Critick 
fhoud direct his Eyes, after having firft contider’d 
the Fable, Characters, and Language. rn 

‘Tue Fableof the Double Deceit is, in fhorr, tits. 

An old Gentleman had contracted a Marriage 
for his Son and Nephew, with two young Ladies 
whom they had never teen. “Phe Gentlemen, not 
caring to engage without fome previous Know- 
ledge of their Miftretles, and being unwilling to 
difoblige the old Gentleman, propoie to him 
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fupon promife of marrying the young Ladies) t 


iy, on 
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try their Inclinations beforehand, by making their 
Men perfonate them. The young Ladies having 
Notice, of this, counterplot them by difguifing their 
Maids. 

The other Part of the Drama is founded on 
the Paffion of Jealoufy, which a young Lady 
having a Mind to cure in her Lover, difguifes her- 
felf like a Gentleman, and getting into an Intimacy 
with him, makes him a Confident of a pretended 
Intrigue with herfelf; which, from fome real Cir- 
cumitances in the Story, known to the Lover, is 
readily believed, and he inflamed ‘into the higheft 
Kefentment againft his perjur’d Miftrefs. 

T'urs is the Fable of the whole Drama, the 
Incidents that bring each to a Denoiiementr, fhull 
be confider’d in my Obfervations on the Poer’s 
Conduct. 

Tne next Thing to be confider'd is the Cha. 
racters. 

THe Character of Sir William Courtlove, has 
a Veinof Humour, Franknefs, and Mirth, running 
thro’ it, on a Foundation of a good Senfe. The 
Son and Nephew, gay young Fellows, not cha- 
racterized by any particular Paffion or Inclination ; 
their Men in their own Characters, arch Footmen, 
in thofe they put on, defcriptive of too many 
modern fine Gentlemen. The young Ladies are general 
Characters, free from any AffeGtation, and fuch 
as one would wifh to meet with in the Commerce 
of the polite World; that which they affume from 
their Difguife, is fuited to it. Their Maids are to 
appear awkward and wmpolitely Educated. The 
Widow, amorous and intriguing. Bellair, of a jea- 
lous ‘Temper ; and Violetta, in her borrowed Cha- 
racter, 2 Man of Pleafure. 

WHETHR the Language (which fhou’d next 
be confider’d) is fuited to the Perfons that fpeak, 
which is effential to correct Writing, will be feen 
in the Courfe of this Paper. 

I cOME now to examine the Poet’s Conduct, 
in bringing his Action to a Determination, ac- 
cording to the Rule laid down for the carrying 
on 2 double Plot. 7" 

THE Play opens with the old Gentleman’s 
Propofal to the Son and Nephew: To give them 
an Opportunity of concerting their Scheme it was 
ecefliry to fend the Father off; accordingly the 
Poet contrives the old Lady where the young ones 
are to lodge, fhou’d have real Occafion to fee Sir 
William , this fends him off: At his return, they 
make their Propoial his going oft gave them time 
to concert, which, after tome Difficulty, he agrees 
to; the young Gentlemen go out, to drefs and wait 
upon the young Ladies with a Meffage from them- 
felves, while he inftructs the Servants how to be- 
have. ‘This Point fettled, he goes out to acquaint 
the Widow with his Son and Nephew’s ligule, 


thar fhe might not difcover them, and the Foot- 
inen go to get themlelves ready. Here then is an 
Interval 





tht other Part of thé Drama fhou’d and does comeon, 
and is interrupted likewife by {ome Step to be taken 
by the Interlocutors in that Scene, which makes it 
neceflary for them to go off, which they accord- 
ingly do; and the, other Part of the Action of 
the Drama, comes naturally in again. But as the 
Execution of it wou’d not be fuppoled to be in for- 
wardneis enough, the Poet judicioufly clofes his 
firft A& + by a Communication of the Gente- 
men’s Delign upon them, made by the Widow 
who betraysit to the young Ladies, in order to in- 
gratiate herfelf with them, and their Refolution to 
counterplot them. ‘This retarding the Profecution 
of that Part of the Fable, as fome time muft be 
allowed for preparing the Maids dreffing themfelves, 
the Poet begins his 2d Act. }. with the other Action, 
which was ripe to be brought on, and is carried on 
till the other is ready to be purfued, and this again 
requires another Interval of Time, arid leaves the 
Stage vacant. 

IN this Manner I could thew the Poet’s Conduct 
regular, and true, in every Entrance and’Exit made 
by the Perfons of the Drama throughout the whole 
Play ; but my Readers having now an Opportunity 
of critically examining it, will, from their own Ob- 
fervations, difcover the fame Conduct, [have in this 
fhort Sketch of the firft Act pointed out. 

I sHALL now proceed to give the Extract of 
fuch Paffages, as I can recollect, that moved the 
Spleen of the Firf? Night Criticks , but fhall firft ob- 
ferve, that when it was acted laft Year, it {carce 
tnet with any Rebuke; whence it is very probable 
the Author {fuffered, thro’ his being the {uppofed 
Writer of many Pieces he had no hand in, and 
thro’ the publick Mifreprefentation of him, in a /ofing 
News-Paper, and general Invitation to all Perfons, to 
come and divert themfelves with baiting a Gentle- 
man, that never injured any one of them. 

THE firft Sentiment that created a Hifs, was, 

Sir Wm. Do you think, on Occafion, you cowd 
perfonate the modern fine Gentleman ? 

Tis a Charaéter I don’t much like. 

cAN hardly think the modern fine Gentlemen 
began this Hifs, becaufe they laugh’d ar themfelves 
for 30 Nights together (as a Brother Writer fays) 
in the Characters of Lord Apemode, and Col. 
Cockade, \ait Winter. As there is nothing in the 
Sentiment or Expreffion that calls for Reproof, it 
was either a Hifs of Prejudice againft the Author, or 
of fuppofed Plagiarifm, both of which were unjuft. 


A LITTLE lower, when Ferry defcribes the Be- 


Kaviour of modern fine Gentlemen at Plays, as run- 
ning from Box to Box, and talking fo loud they difturb 
the Audience. Fer. fays, Why then, Sir, I turn 
about with adifdainful Air, laugh at them, aud cry, 
Dammé, what do the Fools ftare at? I am not at 
all out of Countenance, not at all; ha, ha, ba! 

WHEN this Behaviour fhall no longer be practifed 
in the Boxes, let the Poet be cenfured ; fo long as it 
is, let any Turbulence of Behaviour in publick be 
cenfured as it deferves. 

W HEN the Maids difguifed came, and affect an 
Awkwardnefs of Behaviour, Part of their Character 
and Inftructions, the judicious Perfons prepared their 
Inftruments, and gave very loud Marks of their Dit- 
nahi The fame Genius difplay’d itfelf againit 

is poor harmlefs Expreflion—Our kind Ser- 
vices to your Mafters—with mott criti#tal Vociferation. 
After the poor Girls had fuffered fufficiently (and 
wifh’d themfelves, I believe, in the Country again) 
from being, what a true Critick would have quar- 
relled with them had they not been, they retired, 
and left the difguifed young Ladies, and their Go- 
vernante, with the difguifed Gentlemen. Here, to 
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* Vide firft Ent. of Viol. and Lett. 
+ Vide Scene between Harriet, Fanny, and Widow. 
t Vid. AG 2d Scene if. 












Wdicious Spectaror, was a proper Call for a little 
Feu de Theatre in Character ; and the Gentlemen 
as Footmen, addrefling the young Ladies, thinking 
them real Maid Servants, furnifhed a very happy and 
humokrous Occafion.' But this oftended the Delicac 


_of thele Hyper-Criticks—who woud not allow Mr. 


Gaylove the Honour of faluting them, without cor- 
recting his Affurance, by a mott virtuous Ourep 
againft the wicked Man. ‘This Scene ended, an 
the real Maids coming on again to compare N Otes 
one of them ftarts a lucky Fiintof fraudulently mar. 
rying the difguifed Footmen, whom fhe took to be 
the real Gentlemen; and finding her Thought ap- 
onde by her Companion, in the pleafed Hurry of 
Magination cries out. 

Jen. The Thought warms me, methinks I am al. 
ready Mrs. Courtlove, the Envy of my own, and 
the Delight of the other Sex——A Vhoufand Lovers 
kneel before me, and offer up a ‘Thoufand bleeding 
Hearts ; [ take them all— 

SURE none but the foureft, and moft ill-natur’d 
of Criticks, wou’d refufe a pretty Girl fuch a lively 
Exclamation; efpecially, when, on her Friend’s re- 
proaching her with /eaving xo Hearts for her, the 
replies, by way of Apology for the Start the had 
been guilty of. : 

Jen. I had forgot thee in the foft Delufion. 

THEY grewa little more merciful, til in the 
fecond Scene in the third Act, the Widow happening 
tofay, not {peaking to the dilguifed Violetta, P 

Wid. Pil lay myfelf more opez fill. 

Thefle very virtuous Judges were refolv’d it fhou’d 
have a very broad Meaning ; whereas, the Indecenc 

of the Expreffion, fuppoting it had a dowble Entendre, 
would have been quite taken away, by a Reflection, 
that the fuppofed Mr. Care/e/s was as much a Wo- 
man asthe other. But I defy the moft rigidly deli- 
cate, fairly to conitrue this Expreffion into Groffve/s, 
or Obfcenity, either from what precedes, or follows. 

THE next Attack began Scene If. Act ILL. 
where Ferry and Frank, follow’d by their Matters in 
Livery, order them to entertain the difguifed Ladies. . 

Fr. Entertain thefe Virgins, while my Friend azd 
I walk about, and admire the Beauty of thefe Apart- 
ments; you are not forry for the Office I believe. 

I leave rhem to explain the Reafon of their hifftze, 
it being too difficult a T'ask for me. But the falfe 
Miftreffes coming in, after the firit Compliments 
are Over, Frank, who is to reprefent a Coxcomb 
and Fop, fays 

Fr. But, dear Ladies, confider my Friend and I 
are Yongue-ty’d, azd Eye-bound, ¢:// you dircct us,\ 
=. | 

Our flew, in Sounds difcordant, Catcall, Whiftle, 
Yawn, and Hi/s, initead of one judicious Recollec- 
tion of the Meffage fentto them in the fecond Act, 
defiring when they fhouw’d meet, the Ladies would 
declare their own Choice themfelves. ‘To have had 
Frank propofe this formally and gravely, had been 
out of Character, and abfurd: To do it in the 
Manner he did, weceffary,and in Character. Befides, 
thefe Criticks are very little converfant in the Gal- 
lantries of the Age, if they have never heard an Offer 
of a Heart made with as little real Paffion as Frank's, 
and received in the fame Manner his was. 

AFTER the preliminary Queftions were made, 
Fenny lays, I receive you, Sir, as my Servant. 

Jer. And I hire myfelf with Pleafure. 

‘THESE impenetrable Criticks were fo hedged 
in with Dulnefs, or fo very much prejudiced, that, 
tho’ prompted by Harriett in the very next Speech 

(Har. [ Afide.| How naturally they fall into their 
own State of Life in their Difiour{?.) 

INsTEAD of paying due Regard toa Conduct ob- 
ferved by the very beft of our Dramatick Writers, in 
making Nature forcibly break now and then thro’ a 
perfonated Character, they received it with a very 
boifterous Horfe Laugh: Had they Bray’D at it, 
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they woud have aéfed in Characicr. 
(To be continucd. \ f 
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